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  2. Pre-Requisites
Not established

  3. Justification in the curriculum, relation to other subjects and to the profession

This subject,  Theory of Journalism,  is carried out in the first semester of the 1st year of the degree and belongs to the field of Theory of Communication and
Journalistic Information. The main objective of this subject is that the students become familiar with the journalistic activity and the informative speech in general
terms. This course provides students with a series of basic conceptual tools from which to address the understanding and assimilation of contemporary
information processes and theoretical reflections on journalism.

According to the White Paper of the Degree in Communication (2004: 192), in the section on Journalism Studies, a subject such as Theory of Journalism
contributes to the knowledge of the informative processes, as well as the main currents and theories approached from a conceptual, methodological and
investigative point of view.

The subject to which this subject belongs includes four other subjects: Media Literacy, Communication Theory; Political Communication (2nd year) and Basic
and applied research in communication (3rd year).

Journalism Theory tackles with issues such as the scientific perspective on journalism, the notion of news, production and journalistic routines, as well as aspects
related to the social function of the journalistic profession, among others.

  4. Degree competences achieved in this course
Course competences
Code Description

E04
Capacity to read and analyse specialised texts and documents on any relevant topic, and to summarise or adapt them using language
or vocabulary understandable to the general public.

E05 Basic capacity to understand informative or communicative production, either written or audiovisual, in standard English.

E15
Knowledge of the new trends and behaviours related to consumption of information and entertainment content, as well as of the
incidence of NICT on audience behaviour.

E17
Knowledge of current sciences, capacity to analyse their informative and communicative processing and ability to convey such
knowledge and progress to a vast non-specialised public in an understandable and efficient manner.

G01 B1 level of a second foreign language, as per the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages

G05
Gain knowledge and understanding of Journalism by acquiring rational and critical knowledge of world current affairs in order to
understand social phenomena that occur in society today.

G09
Develop the abilities required for Journalism and Communications in general, in order to pursue further postgraduate and professional
retraining studies.

G11
Gain insight into the most relevant concepts, categories, theories and topics of the different subfields of Information & Communications
research.

  5. Objectives or Learning Outcomes
Course learning outcomes
Not established.
Additional outcomes
This course trains students to address the understanding and assimilation of contemporary information processes and theoretical reflections on journalism, as
well as the notion of news, production and journalistic routines, and aspects related to the social function of the journalistic profession.



  6. Units / Contents
 Unit 1: Information, mediation and social organization of knowledge
         Unit 1.1  Information as a cultural code, a practice and an institution
         Unit 1.2  Historical and cultural conditions in the exercise of journalism
 Unit 2: Communicative Processes and sociocultural information context
         Unit 2.1  The social construction of reality: systems of sense-making, representations, social discourses and social use of media
         Unit 2.2  Mediatization, collective representations and power relations
         Unit 2.3  Transformations of information: digitalization and Artificial Intelligence
 Unit 3: Journalism and information production
         Unit 3.1  Production of the journalistic event, pseudo-events and fake news
         Unit 3.2  Newsworthiness criteria, information hierarchy and journalistic genres
         Unit 3.3  Professional routines and Newsmaking: conditioning factors and paradigm shifts
         Unit 3.4  Perspective and deontology values: objectivity, imparciality and journalistic credibility
 Unit 4: Journalism, mediati and democracy
         Unit 4.1  Mediatization paradigm and public space
         Unit 4.2  An approach to the theoretical and analytical perspectives about the construction of public opinion
         Unit 4.3  Journalism and controversiy in the public space
  ADDITIONAL COMMENTS, REMARKS

This teaching guide is conceived as a working tool, a planning proposed by the teacher of the subject but which, once the work and dialogue in the classroom
has begun, should function as a living, modifiable and flexible instrument.

To this end, in the development of the subject there will be room for negotiation of its execution, which will take into account the needs, feelings, projects and
expectations shared by the group (teacher-students) during the teaching-learning process. Reformulations, additions, etc. that may occur will be established
throughout the course and will be set down in writing in the shared space of the virtual campus.

Students who are unable to attend classes will be facilitated to follow the course through the virtual campus, raising doubts through the forum and requesting
individual or group tutorials to reinforce the reading of those texts or topics that are more complicated or that have been incorporated as new material to the
syllabus.

  7. Activities, Units/Modules and Methodology

Training Activity Methodology
Related Competences
(only degrees before RD
822/2021)

ECTS Hours As Com Description

Class Attendance (theory) [ON-
SITE]

Lectures E15 E17 G05 G09 G11 1.2 30 N -

Workshops or seminars [ON-SITE] Debates E15 E17 G05 G11 0.56 14 Y Y

Group tutoring sessions [ON-SITE] Group tutoring sessions E17 G09 0.16 4 N -

Project or Topic Presentations [ON-
SITE]

Guided or supervised work E04 E15 E17 G05 G09 0.24 6 Y Y

Final test [ON-SITE] Assessment tests E17 G09 G11 0.24 6 Y Y

Study and Exam Preparation [OFF-
SITE]

Self-study
E04 E05 E15 G01 G05 G09
G11

2 50 N -

On-line debates and forums [OFF-
SITE]

Online Forums E05 E17 G09 0.08 2 N -

Writing of reports or projects [OFF-
SITE]

Combination of methods 1.52 38 Y N

Total: 6 150  
Total credits of in-class work: 2.4 Total class time hours: 60

Total credits of out of class work: 3.6 Total hours of out of class work: 90
As: Assessable training activity
Com: Training activity of compulsory overcoming (It will be essential to overcome both continuous and non-continuous assessment).

  8. Evaluation criteria and Grading System

Evaluation System
Continuous
assessment

Non-
continuous
evaluation*

Description

Theoretical exam 25.00% 35.00%
Test to be held in accordance with the official timetable. The
acquisition of the theoretical contents of the material will be
assessed.

Final test 25.00% 35.00%

Practical test to be held on the dates of the official calendar
which will assess the acquisition of competences, such as the
capacity to understand, conceptual conceptual, analytical
approach and dissemination of scientific content.

Theoretical papers assessment 40.00% 0.00%

Preparation of assignments and exercises to be submitted
through the virtual campus and graded. through the virtual
campus and which will be graded. The breakdown of these
assignments will be posted on the virtual campus. You will
have to to achieve a 4 in order to take the final exam, otherwise,
this practical part will have to be made up in the retake exam.

Theoretical papers assessment 0.00% 30.00%

Students who take advantage of non-continuous assessment
must carry out individual tutored theoretical work on one of the
subjects of the one of the subjects of the course. The format will
be published on the virtual campus. It must be agreed with the



lecturer responsible for the subject and approach.

Assessment of active participation 10.00% 0.00%

Participation in debates, topical quizzes, answering questions
and completing exercises will be taken into questions and
exercises that are proposed in class will be taken into account.

Total: 100.00% 100.00%  
According to art. 4 of the UCLM Student Evaluation Regulations, it must be provided to students who cannot regularly attend face-to-face training activities the
passing of the subject, having the right (art. 12.2) to be globally graded, in 2 annual calls per subject , an ordinary and an extraordinary one (evaluating 100% of
the competences).

Evaluation criteria for the final exam:
Continuous assessment:
In the event that the final exam does not reach 4 -since it cannot be averaged with the rest of the grades of the course-, even if the final calculation exceeds
5, the grade of the minutes will be a 4.5.

Any student may change to the non-continuous evaluation modality as long as he/she has not participated during the period of classes in evaluable
activities that represent at least 50% of the total evaluation of the subject. If a student has reached that 50% of evaluable activities or if, in any case, the class
period has ended, he/she will be considered in continuous evaluation without the possibility of changing the evaluation mode.

This planning may be adapted and undergo slight modifications in case any extraordinary measure related to the COVID-19 health pandemic is undertaken.
However, even in an unforeseen scenario, we will try to maintain the evaluation percentages with the maximum fidelity to what is indicated in this guide.

This subject will apply the evaluation criteria agreed upon in the UCLM Evaluation Regulations, as well as the specific evaluation rules approved by the
Faculty Board of the center.

Non-continuous evaluation:
In the event that the final exam does not reach 4 -since it cannot be averaged with the rest of the grades of the course-, even if the final calculation exceeds
5, the grade of the minutes will be a 4.5.

The non-continuous evaluation will be through a final test where there will be a part of theoretical aspects (35%) and finally a practical part (35%). In
addition, the student will have to present one week before the final exam all the obligatory works, which will have a value of 30% of the final grade.

Specifications for the resit/retake exam:
In the retake exam the student will be examined in a final test of everything seen in class and in the course. The same criteria will be applied as in the ordinary
exam. The test will consist of a current events test, readings, theory and practice. The student will have to submit all the compulsory assignments not handed in
or failed.

The grade of the practical work, carried out in the classroom, if it exceeds 4, will average with the grade of the final exam taken in the extraordinary exam. And
likewise, if the final exam is passed with a 5 in the ordinary exam, in the extraordinary exam only the practical work will have to be recovered, by means of an
exercise that will be carried out on the day of the extraordinary exam. In the case that the final exam does not reach the 4, given that it will not be possible to
make average with the rest of subjet, even if the final calculation exceeds 5, the grade will be 4.5.

This course will apply the evaluation criteria agreed upon in the UCLM Evaluation Regulations, as well as the specific evaluation norms approved by the Faculty
Board of the UCLM.
Specifications for the second resit / retake exam:
The same criteria will be applied as in the retake exam, keeping the grades of the approved parts of the immediately previous exam in which the student has
taken the exam. immediately prior to the one in which the student has taken the course.

  9. Assignments, course calendar and important dates
Not related to the syllabus/contents
Hours hours
Group tutoring sessions [PRESENCIAL][Group tutoring sessions] 4
Final test [PRESENCIAL][Assessment tests] 6
Writing of reports or projects [AUTÓNOMA][Combination of methods] 18

Unit 1 (de 4): Information, mediation and social organization of knowledge
Activities Hours
Class Attendance (theory) [PRESENCIAL][Lectures] 6
Workshops or seminars [PRESENCIAL][Debates] 3
Project or Topic Presentations [PRESENCIAL][Guided or supervised work] 1
Study and Exam Preparation [AUTÓNOMA][Self-study] 10
Writing of reports or projects [AUTÓNOMA][Combination of methods] 5

Unit 2 (de 4): Communicative Processes and sociocultural information context
Activities Hours
Class Attendance (theory) [PRESENCIAL][Lectures] 8
Workshops or seminars [PRESENCIAL][Debates] 3
Project or Topic Presentations [PRESENCIAL][Guided or supervised work] 1
Study and Exam Preparation [AUTÓNOMA][Self-study] 10
Writing of reports or projects [AUTÓNOMA][Combination of methods] 5

Unit 3 (de 4): Journalism and information production
Activities Hours
Class Attendance (theory) [PRESENCIAL][Lectures] 8
Workshops or seminars [PRESENCIAL][Debates] 5
Project or Topic Presentations [PRESENCIAL][Guided or supervised work] 2
Final test [PRESENCIAL][Assessment tests] 2
Study and Exam Preparation [AUTÓNOMA][Self-study] 15
Writing of reports or projects [AUTÓNOMA][Combination of methods] 5



Unit 4 (de 4): Journalism, mediati and democracy
Activities Hours
Class Attendance (theory) [PRESENCIAL][Lectures] 8
Workshops or seminars [PRESENCIAL][Debates] 3
Project or Topic Presentations [PRESENCIAL][Guided or supervised work] 2
Study and Exam Preparation [AUTÓNOMA][Self-study] 15
Writing of reports or projects [AUTÓNOMA][Combination of methods] 5

Global activity
Activities hours
Class Attendance (theory) [PRESENCIAL][Lectures] 30
Workshops or seminars [PRESENCIAL][Debates] 14
Group tutoring sessions [PRESENCIAL][Group tutoring sessions] 4
Project or Topic Presentations [PRESENCIAL][Guided or supervised work] 6
Final test [PRESENCIAL][Assessment tests] 8
Study and Exam Preparation [AUTÓNOMA][Self-study] 50
Writing of reports or projects [AUTÓNOMA][Combination of methods] 38

Total horas: 150
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