
UNIVERSIDAD DE CASTILLA - LA MANCHA

GUÍA DOCENTE

  1. General information
 

Course: HUMAN AND PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY Code: 66203
Type: BASIC ECTS credits: 6

Degree: 371 - UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE PROGRAMME IN HISTORY Academic year: 2020-21
Center: 2 - FACULTY OF LETTERS Group(s): 21  20 

Year: 1 Duration: First semester
Main language: Spanish Second language: English

Use of additional
languages: English, at the request of students. English Friendly: Y

Web site: Bilingual: N

Lecturer: RAFAEL BECERRA RAMIREZ - Group(s): 21  20 

Building/Office Department Phone
number

Email Office hours

Facultad de Letras /
3.26

GEOGRAFÍA Y ORD.
TERRITORIO

6867 rafael.becerra@uclm.es
In each semester there may be schedule changes, depending on the
teacher's teaching. Monday-Tuesday (12:00-13:30) Wednesday
(11:30-13:30 and 17:00-18:00).

  2. Pre-Requisites

No specific previous knowledge of General Geography is required to take this subject. However, it is considered that at this introductory level, the experience
and previous training of the student (Secondary School and Bachellor), has already brought them closer to the knowledge and appreciation of different concepts
that will be developed throughout the lessons. These opinions and previous experiences will be the basis for starting each of the topics.

An essential requirement will be the use and management of computer skills, either for access to the Internet for certain searches or questions, and for
conducting class practices or expositions. As well as the management and understanding of cartography and the different statistics used in the preparation of
lessons.

Knowledge of languages ¿¿by the student, preferably English/Spanish, will be convenient for the handling of bibliographic material and / or the reading of some
text written in those languages and, above all, for the Internet consultation of different webs related to the subject of class and the performance of compulsory
work.

  3. Justification in the curriculum, relation to other subjects and to the profession

The subject develops the contents of the GEOGRAPHY matter (Matter 2) which is located in the TRANSDISCIPLINARY KNOWLEDGE IN HUMANITIES AND
SOCIAL SCIENCES module (module 2), in the degrees of HISTORY, ART HISTORY and double degrees of GEOGRAPHY, TERRITORIAL DEVELOPMENT AND
SUSTAINABILITY / HISTORY, and HISTORY / HISTORY OF ART.

It develops the contents of the GEOGRAPHY area (Physical Geography, Human Geography and Regional Geographical Analysis).

This subject is basic to study within the Degree of History and the Double Degrees of Geography, Territorial Development / History, and History / Art History of the
University of Castilla-La Mancha. In it the student will receive the basic knowledge to face this double degrees, key for a future professional in teaching
Geography in Secondary Education, and for the development of professional work where Geography is relevant, and the possibility of developing TFG and
Master where the territory, the geographical space, the natural spaces and human activities have a special relevance, linking them with the historical-artistic
processes of that territory.

  4. Degree competences achieved in this course
Course competences
Code Description

B02
Apply the knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional manner, as well as possess the skills that are usually demonstrated
through the elaboration and defense of arguments and the resolution of problems within their area of ¿¿study.

B04 Transmit information, ideas, problems and solutions to a specialized and non-specialized public.
B05 Develop those learning skills necessary to undertake further studies with a high degree of autonomy
E10 Understand the fundamentals of human geography and physical geography as spaces in which historical processes are developed

E11
Elaborate, relate, synthesize and graphically and cartographically represent geographic information to know and understand the
location of social processes.

E33
Ability to explain the diversity of places, regions and locations interrelating geographical phenomena (physical and human
environment) at different territorial scales

E38
Awareness of history as a social process carried out by women and men from different periods and from the most disparate
geographical spaces

G02 Knowledge of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT). (Common for all UCLM degrees)
G03 Proper oral and written communication (Common for all UCLM degrees)
G04 Ethical commitment and professional deontology (Common for all UCLM degrees)
T01 Capacity for analysis, synthesis, organization and planning
T02 Information management capacity
T03 Problem solving and decision making
T04 Team work and coordination of activities
T06 Skills in interpersonal relationships



T07 Critical thinking
T08 Autonomous learning

T09 Leadership
T12 Motivation for quality
T13 Sensitivity to environmental issues

  5. Objectives or Learning Outcomes
Course learning outcomes
Description
Explain the diversity of places and regions taking in account the realationships between the physical environment and the human and social sphere.
Know the different regional geographic spaces.
Obtain an appropriate vocabulary in Geography.
Generate interest and sensivity by environmental issues.
Analyze and interprete the antrhopic and natural landscapes.
Know and interprete the territory, understanding spatial relationships between its different scales
Know Physical Geography and Environment
Know Social, Economic and Human Geography main concepts.
Additional outcomes
This Basic subject is intended to be an introduction to the most important aspects of Physical Geography and Human Geography and study of the tools used in
these disciplines.

The student will be able to:

-Know the tools used in the study of a territory from the point of view of Physical Geography and Human Geography.

-Know how to interpret the symbiosis between the natural environment and the human environment and the interactions that take place between the two, the
result of which will be a specific landscape.

-Know the diversity of natural and anthropic spaces and the problems related to the environment at a global level.

-Distinguish the processes existing in a given landscape, depending on the natural and / or human elements.

-Know the sources for the preparation of studies of Physical and Human Geography.

-Interpreting aerial photographs, plans and maps of different characteristics and scales, on rural, urban, industrial, and tourist areas¿

-Comment texts on the thematic block that is being studied, with an exposition of personal ideas, in a clear and orderly manner.

-Know, understand and comment on the geographic diversity and differentiation of human activities carried out in diverse territories.

-Manage atlases and maps of different themes (geomorphological, climatic, demographic, economic, etc.).

-Manage the recommended and supporting bibliography.

-Consult web pages to obtain geographic information (statistics, spatial photographs, texts, maps).

  6. Units / Contents
 Unit 1: INTRODUCTION
 Unit 2: BLOCK I: THE PHYSICAL SPACE - HERITAGE AND RESOURCE
         Unit 2.1  The Earth: cartograhpic representation and geological patterns
         Unit 2.2  The Relief/landforms: main morphostructural units
         Unit 2.3  Climate and Hydrographic network: world climatic diversity
         Unit 2.4  Biogeography: world distribution of the main plant formations
 Unit 3: BLOCK II: HUMANIZED ENVIRONMENT - KEY FOR HISTORY
         Unit 3.1  The Population: historical evolution and distribution in the World
         Unit 3.2  The Settlement
         Unit 3.3  The Human Activities: Tertiarization of Economy
 Unit 4: BLOCK III: THE ENVIRONMENT PROBLEM
         Unit 4.1  Human resources and activities: the deterioration of landscapes and "climate change"
         Unit 4.2  Human awareness. Protection measures for natural areas: the case of Castilla-La Mancha
  ADDITIONAL COMMENTS, REMARKS

The subject Physical and Human Geography, is considered as an introductory Basic Training subject to the knowledge of the geographical discipline from the
point of view of the physical environment, the human environment and environmental problems. It is aimed at students of the Geography, Territorial Development
and Sustainability, History and Art History Degrees. For this reason, the concepts will be addressed to the student so that they acquire a general knowledge of
the interrelationships between the natural environment, society and the problems that affect the different territories.

The CONTENTS will be structured in two large blocks preceded by an introductory chapter to General Geography and geographic space. Block III will be
optional depending on the timing of the main blocks.

  7. Activities, Units/Modules and Methodology

Training Activity Methodology
Related Competences
(only degrees before RD
822/2021)

ECTS Hours As Com Description



Practicum and practical activities
report writing or preparation [OFF-
SITE]

Self-study
B02 B04 E11 E33 G02 G03
G04 T01 T02 T03 T04 T06
T07 T08 T09

1.92 48 Y Y

Guided activities: -Orientation on the
practical works proposed during the
course, through the tutorials and the
website. -Continuous evaluation of
mandatory practical comments
through personalized follow-up
through tutorials. -Guidelines to
follow in carrying out volunteer work
(comments) in class and tutoring and
through the website. -A clarification
of doubts and activities prior to the
evaluation (group or personalized
tutorials).

Practicum and practical activities
report writing or preparation [OFF-
SITE]

Group Work
B04 E33 G02 G03 G04 T07
T09 T13

1.6 40 Y Y

Autonomous work of the student: -
Study of the contents of the syllabus
and preparation of the final written
exam. -Bibliographic consultation
and electronic resources on the
Internet necessary for the
development of different topics and
practical work. -Preparation of
practical work and preparation of
oral presentations of the same, if the
teacher deems it necessary. -
Intervention in the proposed
debates, related to the agenda or
practical work. -Preparation of the
MANDATORY WORK (guidelines
and topics raised the first days of
class).

Final test [ON-SITE] Self-study 0.08 2 Y Y

Final written exam on the theoretical
and practical knowledge of the
syllabus. January 2021 on a date to
be determined by the Faculty of
Letters.

Class Attendance (theory) [ON-
SITE]

Combination of methods
B04 E10 E11 E33 G02 G03
G04 T13

2.4 60 Y N

Activities in the classroom: -
Theoretical classes: explanation of
the contents. -Explanation of the
guidelines for the practicals. -Oral
presentation and debates on the
different issues related to the
contents and practical work. -
Debates between the students and
the teacher dealing with current
issues that appear in the theoretical
classes. Active participation of
students.

Total: 6 150  
Total credits of in-class work: 2.48 Total class time hours: 62

Total credits of out of class work: 3.52 Total hours of out of class work: 88
As: Assessable training activity
Com: Training activity of compulsory overcoming (It will be essential to overcome both continuous and non-continuous assessment).

  8. Evaluation criteria and Grading System

Evaluation System
Continuous
assessment

Non-
continuous
evaluation*

Description

Practicum and practical activities reports assessment 30.00% 30.00%

The practical activities proposed by the professor will be
compulsory. Brief guidelines will be given on how to carry them
out and the student will begin to do them during class hours for
practical activities. The delivery of the same will be determined
in class. All students must follow some guidelines or basic rules
for making comments on text, graphics, maps, etc.
It is possible that one of the practical activities is carried out as
FIELDWORK as a seminar that will have additional credits (0.5
cr., recognized for Degree studies) and its corresponding
certificate of attendance. The completion of this field work will
depend on the aid that the Faculty of Arts can provide for it. This
question will be discussed at the beginning of the academic
year.

Projects 20.00% 20.00%

The Compulsory Work will be carried out in groups, except in
exceptional cases, and its contents and form will be evaluated,
which must comply with the standards proposed by the
professor. Also, the ability of the group to collect geographic
information from different sources and to apply the theory and
practice acquired during the course and in each thematic block
to said work will be evaluated.

Active participation in class and in practical activities or debates



Theoretical exam 50.00% 50.00%

that arise or that arise as one more task will be valued.
Attendance to tutorials will also be taken into consideration.
The preparation of the theoretical contents of the subject will be
guided by the teacher in the development of the classes,
recommending a series of manuals, articles, web pages, from
which to obtain complementary information to prepare both the
exam and the practical or compulsory work.
The exam will evaluate the theoretical contents acquired by the
student, as well as their ability to synthesise, to relate certain
parts of the syllabus and to correctly express the ideas they
wish to transmit.

Total: 100.00% 100.00%  
According to art. 4 of the UCLM Student Evaluation Regulations, it must be provided to students who cannot regularly attend face-to-face training activities the
passing of the subject, having the right (art. 12.2) to be globally graded, in 2 annual calls per subject , an ordinary and an extraordinary one (evaluating 100% of
the competences).

Evaluation criteria for the final exam:
Continuous assessment:
The course will follow a continuous assessment model in which both the theoretical aspects (theoretical exam), as well as the practical aspects (text
comments, graphics, maps, etc.) and the Mandatory Work in groups will be assessed. Active participation in class, in debates and other face-to-face
practices during school hours, will be taken into consideration in a positive way for the final evaluation.

MANDATORY WORK in groups:
The rules of completion will be delivered at the beginning of the course and on the website (Virtual Campus) of the subject. Compulsory work will be done in
pairs or groups. IMPORTANT: Failure to present the work on the dates determined by the professor, despite having other approved aspects, will mean a
SUSPENSION in the subject.

EXAM: Evaluation of theoretical content.
The evaluation of the theoretical contents will be carried out through a single written exam on the date determined by the calendar of the Faculty of Letters.
To be able to do the final evaluation, with the mandatory work and the practical activities, it will be an essential requirement to obtain 4.5 in the qualification
of the theoretical contents (EXAM). If the minimum mark, necessary to make an average mark with the rest of the marks (practical and mandatory work), WAS
NOT OBTAINED, THE FINAL NOTE WILL BE THAT OF THE EXAM. However, to pass the course, the MINIMUM NOTE required will be 5 in the total
computation of grades for the course.

Non-continuous evaluation:
It is not considered.

Specifications for the resit/retake exam:
The same as for the ordinary call. In the same academic course, the scores of memories of practices and mandatory work will be taken into account (saved, if
they were approved) in the evaluation of the extraordinary call. In the case of not having delivered the practices and / or the Mandatory Work in groups, the
student must do so to be able to pass the subject, as a deadline the same day of the extraordinary exam.
Specifications for the second resit / retake exam:
The student must have presented and approved all the practical activities and / or mandatory works for the realization of the exam of the special call for
completion. Failing that, on the day of the exam, you must deliver said practical activities / mandatory work after tutoring by the professor, who will be contacted
weeks before (at the beginning of the academic year), to establish delivery dates and / or other options.

  9. Assignments, course calendar and important dates
Not related to the syllabus/contents
Hours hours
Final test [PRESENCIAL][Self-study] 2
General comments about the planning: The dates are always approximate, depending on the work and academic calendar of the Faculty of Letters. Therefore,
they may undergo changes with respect to what is established in the schedule.

Unit 1 (de 4): INTRODUCTION
Activities Hours
Practicum and practical activities report writing or preparation [AUTÓNOMA][Self-study] 12
Practicum and practical activities report writing or preparation [AUTÓNOMA][Group Work] 10
Group 20:
Initial date: 14-09-2020 End date: 30-09-2020
Group 21:
Initial date: 14-09-2020 End date: 30-09-2020
Comment: The starting of the theoretical classes will depend on the starting of the academic year at the Faculty of Letters, and may undergo some alteration.

Unit 2 (de 4): BLOCK I: THE PHYSICAL SPACE - HERITAGE AND RESOURCE
Activities Hours
Practicum and practical activities report writing or preparation [AUTÓNOMA][Self-study] 16
Practicum and practical activities report writing or preparation [AUTÓNOMA][Group Work] 10
Group 20:
Initial date: 30-09-2020 End date: 03-11-2020
Group 21:
Initial date: 30-09-2020 End date: 03-11-2020

Unit 3 (de 4): BLOCK II: HUMANIZED ENVIRONMENT - KEY FOR HISTORY
Activities Hours
Practicum and practical activities report writing or preparation [AUTÓNOMA][Self-study] 16
Practicum and practical activities report writing or preparation [AUTÓNOMA][Group Work] 10
Group 20:
Initial date: 04-11-2020 End date: 09-12-2020
Group 21:



Initial date: 04-11-2020 End date: 09-12-2020
Comment: During the month of November, a fieldwork can be carried out to develop the practical activity of the theoretical content seen in class.

Unit 4 (de 4): BLOCK III: THE ENVIRONMENT PROBLEM
Activities Hours
Practicum and practical activities report writing or preparation [AUTÓNOMA][Self-study] 4
Practicum and practical activities report writing or preparation [AUTÓNOMA][Group Work] 10
Group 20:
Initial date: 14-12-2020 End date: 22-12-2020
Group 21:
Initial date: 14-12-2020 End date: 22-12-2020
Comment: It is possible that the last week of class is devoted to public defense of the mandatory work done by students. Having finished the theoretical lessons
the week before the expected date for completion. However, Block 4 is self-learning by the student, and the face-to-face theoretical sessions will be to debate
and clarify issues related to the preparation of this topic/unit by the students.

Global activity
Activities hours
Practicum and practical activities report writing or preparation [AUTÓNOMA][Self-study] 48
Practicum and practical activities report writing or preparation [AUTÓNOMA][Group Work] 40
Final test [PRESENCIAL][Self-study] 2

Total horas: 90
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